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Holiday Giveaway 2023

COMIN
G SOON!

Giveaway
GiveawayPLUS 2 PRIZES OF $500

Area businesses interested in partic
ipating 

should email w
mmg@sasktel.net by 

November 9, 2022

COMIN
G SOON!

NOV. 17 to D
ec. 16

25th

Anniver
sary Sale

CLEARANCE!

AND

END OF YEAR

Customers who have purchased a 

trailer th
roughout 2022 will b

e 

entered into a draw to be made at 

the end of th
e year.

306-946-2256  •  w
ww.melronservices.com

melronservices@sasktel.net

aggregate sales - processing/hauling - excavating 

demolitio
n - land clearing - PJ Trailer Sles

Annual Holiday Giveaway a win win for

local businesses and customers

n Daniel Bushman

Having the abilit
y to sup-

port and shop local as th
e 

holiday season approach-

es, the Watrous Manitou 

Marketing Group’s annual 

Holiday Giveaway not only 

provides 
participating 

businesses with an influx 

of  customers but th
e cam-

paign allows people the op-

portunity to win $5,000! 

With over $30,000 won 

since the local Holiday 

Giveaway first la
unched, it 

returns with a $5,000 grand 

prize, two $500 secondary 

prizes, and a few other 

goodies up for grabs. First 

gettin
g off  the ground with

 

the help of  Watrous Town 

Councillo
r Jean Margetts, 

and now entering its sev-

enth year, C
ommunity De-

velopment O
fficer with the 

Watrous Manitou Market-

ing Group Sarah McKen 

said the giveaway provides 

an excellent opportunity 

for people to do their holi-

day shopping locally.

“We are so fortunate to 

have the attractions that 

we do in both Watrous and 

Manitou Beach. W
ith tour-

ism such a big part of  our 

area and with local busi-

nesses offering a wide var-

iety of  things to purchase, 

we wanted to keep the Holi-

day Giveaway going.”

Acknowledging that th
e 

pandemic has hit a
 number 

of  our local businesses and 

residents financially over 

the past three years, Mc-

Ken encourages people to 

stay home and shop. “The 

cost of  going to larger cen-

tres like Saskatoon and 

Regina continues to rise 

while our local economy 

has everything a person 

needs right here. This Holi-

day Giveaway not only pro-

vides an opportunity for 

consumers to have their 

names entered into a draw 

to win $5,000 for shopping 

locally but it
 also acts as a 

chance to thank our local 

businesses for all t
hey do. 

Sponsoring events, hiring 

local employees, making 

an effort to
 bring in goods 

and products that people 

want are just a few th
ings 

that our businesses have 

done despite navigating 

through the pandemic. It 
is 

so im
portant to

 shop local 

and show our support to 

those businesses.”

Like in previous years, 

residents and visitors who 

spend money at participat-

ing businesses in
 Watrous 

and Manitou Beach will b
e 

able to enter their names 

in a draw for a chance to 

win $5,000. “This Holiday 

Giveaway for our busi-

ness community has been 

so valuable over th
e years 

and even more so with the 

pandemic. I know many 

people elect to
 head online 

to shop but that has also 

put a strain on local busi-

nesses. In order to have a 

successful and diverse lo-

cal business community,
 

an initia
tive lik

e our Holi-

day Giveaway is beneficial 

for both the local economy 

and those taking part.”

With some tim
e to allow 

businesses to hop on board, 

this year’s Holiday Give-

away officially launches 

Nov. 1
7 and runs until D

ec. 

16 and McKen said those 

wanting to participate can 

get in touch with her at 
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• H2S Alive 
• Confined Space

• First Aid/CPR • Skidsteer

• Fall Protection • Telehandler

• Global Ground • TDG/WHMIS

   Disturbance 

We keep you up to date with safety training, 

educational upgrading & lifestyle skills. Check out our 

website for upcoming course dates and details. 

Call our Battlefords Campus at 

306-937-5100 to register 

Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Friday 8:00 am - 3:00 pm

For a list of our serves offered see

www.maidstonedental.ca

119 Main Street, Maidstone • 306-326-7777

 @maidstonedentalsk

þ Y
ES,

you can have an

EXCEPTIONAL DENTAL EXPERIENCE 
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

1181 100 St, North Battleford, SK S9A 0V3

(306) 445-3430

EXPLODING IN FLAVOUR!

MADE IN HOUSE

THIS SPOT

COULD

BE YOURS

CALL

CANDACE

or

NOAH

306-445-7261

Craig family to 

be inducted into 

business hall of fame

Lloydminster court 

converting back to

full-tim
e courthouse

Battlefords RCMP 

Weekly stats

Battlefords RCMP responded to 534 calls fo
r ser-

vice from Wednesday, Oct. 26, through Tuesday, Nov. 

1.
14 Missing Persons Reported. – Five active cases.

27 Assault Investigations.

10 Break and Enter Investigations.

15 Mental Health Investigations.

11 Traffic Collisio
ns.

75 Various Traffic Charges.

93 Disturbance Calls

13 Other Reported Thefts

13 Mischief investigations.

Anyone with information on any incident is u
rged 

to call the Battlefords RCMP at 306-446-1720 or Sas-

katchewan Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).

For more local and provincial news 

more often, subscribe to our newsletter

SASKTODAY.ca

The Craig family will 

be inducted into the Bat-

tlefords Business Hall 

of Fame as part of the 

23th BBEX Awards gala 

celebration, hosted by 

the Battlefords and Dis-

trict Chamber of Com-

merce and the Battlefords 

Business 
Excellence 

(BBEX) Awards commit-

tee.
The Craig family has 

a long and storied history 

of owning and operating 

businesses in the Bat-

tlefords to the benefit of 

many residents, its em-

ployees and the commu-

nity as a whole, states the 

chamber in a press re-

lease. From the early days 

as Craig Bros. through 

Craig & Co., to now a 

new generation of Craig 

family businesses — Jor-

dan with Craig’s Boutique 

and Leah with Drift W
ell-

ness & Beauty, the family 

has a business im
print in 

the Battlefords that spans 

nearly 100 years.

The BBEX committee, 

in making its d
ecision to 

induct the Craig family 

into Battlefords Business 

Hall of Fame, cited in part 

the longevity, success and 

family continuity of the 

businesses as key factors 

in their decision.

Committee 
chair 

Dana Risslin
g noted, 

“We are excited to an-

nounce the Craig family 

as the inductee to the Hall 

of Fame. I, personally, 

would like to take this op-

portunity to congratulate 

the Craig family on this 

very deserving honour 

and also to thank them for 

being part of and for con-

tinuing to be part of our 

business community.”

The induction will take 

place as part of the BBEX 

Awards gala on Nov. 9 at 

the Dekker Centre for the 

Performing Arts. 
This 

will be the second induc-

tion to the Battlefords 

Business Hall of Fame.

The first 
induction to 

the hall of fame occurred 

on the 25th anniversary 

of BBEX in 2018, when 

the Libby family and Mil-

banke Flowers were hon-

oured.

By Lisa Joy

Staff Reporter

Lloydminster, Sask., 

court will re
vert back to 

a Provincial Court with 

a fully operational reg-

istry office after being 

knocked down to a cir-

cuit court last year.

On Friday, Bronwyn 

Eyre, Minister of Justice 

and Attorney General 

made the announcement 

as part of Access to Jus-

tice Week in Saskatch-

ewan.
“We have listened to 

the concerns of people 

and law enforcement in 

Lloydminster and sur-

rounding areas about the 

loss of the registry office 

and increase in case vol-

umes,” said Eyre.

“We believe this will 

improve efficiency, ac-

cess to justice and speed 

of justice, and signifi-

cantly decrease travel to 

North Battleford for citi-

zens, court staff, judges, 

lawyers, and RCMP of-

ficers,” she added.

The 
Lloydminster 

court will be open full-

time Monday to Friday 

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

People can once again 

pay fines, as well as file
 

small claims and other 

court documentation in 

Lloydminster.

A total of five provin-

cial court staff and five 

deputy sheriffs 
will be 

hired on a full-tim
e ba-

sis to operate the facil-

ity. These jobs will so
on 

be posted publicly on the 

Government of Saskatch-

ewan jobs site
. 

The provincial gov-

ernment currently leases 

the Lloydminster Court-

house building and will 

renew the lease for an-

other five years.

Lloydminster MLA 

Colleen Young said she 

was thrilled to see the 

courthouse regain its p
er-

manent designation.

“Today’s 
announce-

ment will not only im-

prove access to court ser-

vices, it w
ill also generate 

jobs and ensure equal ac-

cess to justice for every-

one in our communities.”

In 2021, Lloydminster 

Provincial Court became 

a circuit point location 

served by the North Bat-

tleford Provincial Court, 

after 35 years as a per-

manent Provincial Court 

location. The Battlefords 

Bar Association had criti-

cized the move saying it 

was a step backward, de-

creased access to
 justice, 

and would have a nega-

tive impact on residents 

in Onion Lake, Lashburn, 

Marshall, Maidstone and 

surrounding areas who 

already travelled to Lloy-

dminster.

Since Lloydminster 

borders the provinces of 

Saskatchewan and Al-

berta, there are two pro-

vincial courthouses in the 

city. The RCMP station 

is on the Alberta side of 

Lloydminster but has ju-

risdiction over both Lloy-

dminster, Sask., and Lloy-

dminster, Alta.

Nature is Awesome

There are many species of gulls. The four most common in Saskatchewan 

are the ring-billed gull, th
e California gull, th

e herring gull and the Franklin 

gull. I 
love the cries of the gull and how they help the farmer by eating 

grasshoppers. They also clean up the environment by eating food scraps 

and carrion. Their flig
ht skills are remarkable as they soar and dive for 

pleasure and food. Gulls were still in
 the Battlefords on Monday, Oct. 31. 

The gull in the photo was just about to land. Design all around. | Photo and 

text by Jim McLane.

Health care shortages 

raised again in leg

By John Cairns

SASKTODAY.ca

The challenges in the 

health care system seen 

over the summer were a 

prime topic during Tues-

day’s question period.

Opposition 
Leader 

Carla Beck grilled Premier 

Scott Moe over the staffing 

shortages seen across the 

province, particularly in 

rural areas.

The party’s focus on 

Tuesday was the shortage 

in obstetricians and an-

esthesiologists, 
as well as 

nursing professionals.

According to the Han-

sard account, Beck called 

the health care system “in 

crisis”
 and asked Moe if 

he agreed with his Health 

Minister Paul Merriman 

“that there’s nothing wrong 

with the system.”

Premier Moe responded 

that “we are seeing a very 

challenging time in our 

health care systems across 

the board after two very 

challenging years of fac-

ing a global pandemic …” 

and also pointed to their 

response with “the most 

ambitious health human 

resource action plan in the 

nation, Mr. Speaker.”

Moe then suggested the 

federal NDP had a role to 

play and asked the Op-

position leader, “with her 

strong relationship with the 

federal leader,” if she had 

asked federal NDP leader 

Jagmeet Singh to “advo-

cate for a full funding part-

ner in the federal govern-

ment in the Canada Health 

Transfer.”

able to enter their names 

in a draw for a chance to 

Saskatchewan and Al

berta, there are two pro-

vincial courthouses in the 
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Holiday Giveaway 2023

COMING SOON!

GiveawayGiveawayPLUS 2 PRIZES OF $500

Area businesses interested in participating 

should email wmmg@sasktel.net by 

November 9, 2022

COMING SOON!

NOV. 17 to Dec. 16

25th

Anniversary Sale

CLEARANCE!
AND

END OF YEAR

Customers who have purchased a 

trailer throughout 2022 will be 

entered into a draw to be made at 

the end of the year.

306-946-2256  •  www.melronservices.com

melronservices@sasktel.net
aggregate sales - processing/hauling - excavating 

demolition - land clearing - PJ Trailer Sles

Annual Holiday Giveaway a win win for

local businesses and customers

n Daniel Bushman

Having the ability to sup-

port and shop local as the 

holiday season approach-

es, the Watrous Manitou 

Marketing Group’s annual 

Holiday Giveaway not only 

provides participating 

businesses with an influx 

of  customers but the cam-

paign allows people the op-

portunity to win $5,000! 

With over $30,000 won 

since the local Holiday 

Giveaway first launched, it 

returns with a $5,000 grand 

prize, two $500 secondary 

prizes, and a few other 

goodies up for grabs. First 

getting off  the ground with 

the help of  Watrous Town 

Councillor Jean Margetts, 

and now entering its sev-

enth year, Community De-

velopment Officer with the 

Watrous Manitou Market-

ing Group Sarah McKen 

said the giveaway provides 

an excellent opportunity 

for people to do their holi-

day shopping locally.

“We are so fortunate to 

have the attractions that 

we do in both Watrous and 

Manitou Beach. With tour-

ism such a big part of  our 

area and with local busi-

nesses offering a wide var-

iety of  things to purchase, 

we wanted to keep the Holi-

day Giveaway going.”

Acknowledging that the 

pandemic has hit a number 

of  our local businesses and 

residents financially over 

the past three years, Mc-

Ken encourages people to 

stay home and shop. “The 

cost of  going to larger cen-

tres like Saskatoon and 

Regina continues to rise 

while our local economy 

has everything a person 

needs right here. This Holi-

day Giveaway not only pro-

vides an opportunity for 

consumers to have their 

names entered into a draw 

to win $5,000 for shopping 

locally but it also acts as a 

chance to thank our local 

businesses for all they do. 

Sponsoring events, hiring 

local employees, making 

an effort to bring in goods 

and products that people 

want are just a few things 

that our businesses have 

done despite navigating 

through the pandemic. It is 

so important to shop local 

and show our support to 

those businesses.”

Like in previous years, 

residents and visitors who 

spend money at participat-

ing businesses in Watrous 

and Manitou Beach will be 

able to enter their names 

in a draw for a chance to 

win $5,000. “This Holiday 

Giveaway for our busi-

ness community has been 

so valuable over the years 

and even more so with the 

pandemic. I know many 

people elect to head online 

to shop but that has also 

put a strain on local busi-

nesses. In order to have a 

successful and diverse lo-

cal business community, 

an initiative like our Holi-

day Giveaway is beneficial 

for both the local economy 

and those taking part.”

With some time to allow 

businesses to hop on board, 

this year’s Holiday Give-

away officially launches 

Nov. 17 and runs until Dec. 

16 and McKen said those 

wanting to participate can 

get in touch with her at 

goodies up for grabs. First 

gettin
g off  the ground with

 

the help of  Watrous Town 

Councillo
r Jean Margetts, 

cost of  going to larger cen-

tres like Saskatoon and 

Regina continues to rise 

while our local economy 

has everything a person 

able to enter their names 

in a draw for a chance to 

win $5,000. “This Holiday 

Giveaway for our busi-

ness community has been 

so valuable over th
e years 

umes,” said Eyre.

has everything a person 

umes,” said Eyre.

has everything a person ness community has been 

umes,” said Eyre.
ness community has been 

umes,” said Eyre.

“We believe this will 

improve efficiency, ac-

other five years.

Lloydminster MLA 

Colleen Young said she 

was thrilled to see the 

Saskatchewan and Al

berta, there are two pro

vincial courthouses in the 

city. The RCMP station 

is on the Alberta side of 

position leader, “with her 

Councillo
r Jean Margetts, 

position leader, “with her 

Councillo
r Jean Margetts, while our local economy 

position leader, “with her 
while our local economy 

position leader, “with her 

strong relationship with the 

federal leader,” if she had 

25th
Giveaway first launched, it 

is on the Alberta side of 

Giveaway first launched, it 

is on the Alberta side of 

Giveaway first launched, it 

returns with a $5,000 grand 

prize, two $500 secondary 

prizes, and a few other 

residents financially over 

residents financially over 

is on the Alberta side of 
residents financially over 

is on the Alberta side of 
residents financially over 

the past three years, Mc-

Ken encourages people to 

stay home and shop. “The 

cost of  going to larger cen-

residents and visitors who 

residents and visitors who 

spend money at participat

ing businesses in Watrous 

and Manitou Beach will be 

able to enter their names 

in a draw for a chance to 
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Contributed
An alleged Brooks drug dealer has been arrested 

and ALERT seized cocaine and methamphetamine 
from a local home. The estimated street value of  the 
seizure is over $15,000.

“A seizure of  this size has a big impact on the local 
drug trade, especially in a smaller city. We can see 
the increase in property crime that’s tied to drug use 
and residents are tired of  it. Arresting a suspected 
drug dealer in our community is a positive for every-
one,” said Staff  Sgt. Gordon Yetman, Brooks RCMP 
Detachment Commander.

ALERT Medicine Hat’s organized crime team made 
the seizure and arrest on October 6, 2022, with as-
sistance from Brooks RCMP and the Medicine Hat 
Police Service.
The following items were seized from the home:
• 11 grams of  methamphetamine;
• 95 grams of  cocaine;
• 23 grams of  psilocybin mushrooms; and
• $5,345 cash.

Alberta Health Services
The Bassano Health Centre emergency department 

(ED) will remain temporarily closed from 5 p.m. to 
8 a.m., Mondays to Thursdays, for the remainder of  
October and throughout November due to a lack of  
physician coverage.

The ED is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and for the entire weekend, including 
overnights.

Alberta Health Services (AHS) is working to ensure 
local residents continue to have access to the care 
they need during this time. 

Patients are asked to call 911 if  they have a medical 
emergency. 

EMS calls will be re-routed to Brooks (51 km), to 
ensure local residents continue to have access to the 

Local emergency department to remain 
temporarily closed for overnight hours

Cocaine, meth seized from Brooks' residence, charges laid

“This amount of  cocaine is a significant seizure 
for the city of  Brooks. When teams are able to take 
this amount of  drugs off  the streets, it reinforces the 

work we’re doing to solve community issues and 
keep communities safe,” said Staff  Sgt. Ryan Thor-
burn, ALERT Medicine Hat.

Doris Meilleur, 52 years old, has been charged 
with one count of  drug trafficking, possession of  
drugs for the purpose of  trafficking, and other 
drug-related charges.

Her next scheduled court appearance is on No-
vember 2.

ALERT’s investigation began in June 2022 in re-
sponse to community concerns related to drug traf-
ficking.

Members of  the public who suspect drug or gang 
activity in their community can call local police, 
or contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). 
Crime Stoppers is always anonymous. ALERT was 
established and is funded by the Alberta Govern-
ment and is a compilation of  the province’s most 

sophisticated law enforcement resources committed 
to tackling serious and organized crime.

emergency services they need. Patients seeking care 
can access emergency services at the Brooks Health 
Centre.

Residents are reminded to call Health Link at 811, 
which is available 24/7, for non-emergency health-
related questions. Individuals requiring non-emer-
gency medical care are also encouraged to call their 
family physician.

AHS is grateful for the support of  surrounding 
healthcare centres and medical staff, and thanks the 
community for its patience and understanding dur-
ing this time.

Alberta Health Services is the provincial health 
authority responsible for planning and delivering 
health supports and services for more than four mil-
lion adults and children living in Alberta. Its mission 

is to provide a patient-
focused, quality health 
system that is accessible 
and sustainable for all 
Albertans.

Contributed
 On Oct. 25, Brooks RCMP were made aware of  

armed robbery which occurred on Oct. 24, 2022, at 8 
p.m. on Upland Road, located in Brooks. A 10-year-
old youth was assaulted by three males.

All three males were described as having a light 
complexion and they were wearing all dark cloth-
ing. During the assault, one suspect produced a 
knife.

The victim received minor injuries as a result of  
the assault and his cell phone was stolen.

RCMP are asking residents in the area to please 
check any possible surveillance. If  you have any 
information regarding this incident, please contact 
the Brooks RCMP at 403-362-5535. If  you want to re-
main anonymous, you can contact Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS), online at www.P3Tips.com 
or by using the “P3 Tips” app available through the 
Apple App or Google Play Store.

Brooks RCMP are 
investigating an 
armed robbery

A10

22111CC1

You could be 
driving 3 engineers,
2 musicians, and 
the next ruler of Mars 
on your school bus. 
Help them get to their potential. 
Become a school bus driver today.
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2023
Saskatchewan Weekly Newspapers Association

Better Newspapers Competition

Call For Entries



 

 

 

   
 

2023 Call for Entries  
Premier Award Categories 

 
Eligibility 
 
The competition is open to Saskatchewan Weekly Newspapers Association 
member newspapers. Any writer/photographer/graphic designer submitting entries 
to be judged must be an employee or a freelancer commissioned by the member 
newspaper. The publication period of all entries is January 1, 2022, through 
December 31, 2022 
 
Rules/Guidelines 
 

• Each entry must have TWO paper tearsheets with an entry form attached 
to each. If the entry has multiple pages the entry form only needs to be 
attached to the first page. One tearsheet must be a hard copy paper tearsheet 
but the other can be a printout of the pdf version on 8 ½ x 11 paper.  

• Make sure the entry form includes the newspaper and 
writer/photographer/designer name, as well as the category name AND 
number. The names that appear on the entry form will be the names listed 
on the certificate and plaques. 

• Entries that are not properly labeled may be disqualified.  
• The article/picture being entered MUST be clearly marked on each 

tearsheet.  
• If any category receives less than three (3) entries, they will be returned 

along with the entry fee. The category will also be removed from future 
year's Better Newspapers Competitions.  

• There is a fee of $5.00 per entry. If you would like to be invoiced, an 
invoice request form must be filled out and sent in with your entries.  

• No Syndicated material will be accepted. 
 
 
Forward your entries to:  Saskatchewan Weekly Newspapers Association 
     #203 – 2750 Faithfull Ave 
     Saskatoon, SK., S7K 6M6 
     Attention: Nicole Nater 
 
Deadline for Entries: 
January 20, 2022. Late entries will not be judged. 
 



 

 

 
 
The article/picture being entered must be clearly marked on each 
tearsheet. 
 

EXAMPLES  
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
Invoicing Information 

 
If you would like to be invoiced, please ensure the completed form is included 
with your entries. Entries that are received without payment OR this form will not 
be accepted.  
 
 
Business Name _________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Newspaper Name ______________________________________ 
 
 
 
Invoicing address _______________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Contact Name: __________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Contact Phone Number: ___________________________________ 
 
 
 
Number of entries: ________ 
 
 
             @ $5.00 = ________ 
 
 
 
Signature_______________________________________________ 



2023 Premier Awards Official Entry Form

 Name of newspaper:_______________________________

 Category (name and #):_____________________________

 Credit to: (these name(s) will appear on the plaque/certificate)
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Premier Award Categories 
Category 1A: Best Advertisement 

Each newspaper entering this category must select a single ad, which is unique and 
created or designed for their paper, including house ads.  

Scoring: Ad design (50) Originality (25) Visual Impact (25) 

Category 1B: Series of Advertisements 

Each newspaper entering this category must select a series of ads for the same client. 
The ads must be unique and created or designed for your paper, including house ads.  

Scoring: Ad Design (50) Originality (25) Visual Impact (25) 

Category 2: Best Special Section 

Each newspaper entering this category must select a special section, or locally produced 
advertising supplement. A special section is a stand-alone piece not produced regularly 
by the newspaper. Judging will be based on the originality of the idea, creativity, impact 
of the section, local editorial content relative to the idea, advertising design, layout and 
typography.  

• Only one entry per paper  

Scoring: Quality of Writing (20) Clarity (20) Impact to Community (20) Content (20) 
Presentation (20) 

Category 3: Salute to Veteran/Armed Forces Coverage (Story, series of stories or 
supplement) 

Salute to Veterans or Armed Forces Story or series of stories that focus on the 
contribution of local veterans to wars or conflict, including but not limited to World Wars I 
and II, Korean, Gulf or Vietnam Wars, plus those of members currently serving in any 
capacity at any conflict worldwide. The entries will be judged on style, depth, originality 
and quality of writing that focuses on the impact of the experiences of those who have 
served or are serving. As global conflicts have a deep impact on the human condition, 
this category is not limited to Canadian veterans, it is meant to include anyone who has 
been impacted by war while serving for their country, as long as the person(s) featured 
is originally from or currently resides in the local community served by the newspaper.  

Scoring: Quality of Writing (20) Clarity (20) Impact to Community (20) Content (20) 
Presentation (20) 

Category 4: Best Page Design 

A page that has been designed with an appealing layout, grabs the reader’s attention 
through use of graphics/imagery and offers high readability. It does not ignore the 
importance of all the elements placed in a mindful manner: typeface, colour/greyscale, 
white space, graphics/photographs, and use of the whole page. It can be for a feature 
article, news story or photo collage.  



 

 

Scoring: Presentation (25) Design/Creativity (25) Visual Impact (25) Use of 
colour/whitespace (25)  

Category 5: Best Agriculture Coverage (Single Story or Feature) 

This award recognizes excellence in writing by an individual journalist, dealing with a 
community-oriented agricultural issue. An entry will consist of a single news or feature 
story that focuses on issues facing agriculture in general, or an agricultural story specific 
to the newspaper's coverage area. Syndicated material will not be accepted. An 
explanatory letter from the editor or publisher may accompany the entry to provide 
background information.  

Scoring: Quality of Writing (25) Clarity (25) Impact to Community (25) Content (25) 

Category 6: Best Headline Writing 

The headline, from 2019, must have been written by a regular staff member for a locally 
produced story. The headline entry can come from any section of a regular edition and 
must be clearly identified on the page.   

Scoring: Presentation (35) Impact (35) Originality (30) 

Category 7: Editorial Writing Excellence  

The intent of this award is to recognize excellence in dealing editorially with issues that 
are of purely local or regional interest. Entries should be stimulating, well researched, 
clearly stated expressions of opinion on topics of local importance. Background material 
may be submitted to broaden the judges' understanding of the issue.  

For the purpose of this competition “editorial” is defined as an opinion piece written by editorial staff or 
publisher of a newspaper.  Editorials often reflect the opinion of the periodical on issues that the writer(s) 
feel are important for their readership to know the newspaper's opinion. 

• Must submit three entries from consecutive issues or if your column/editorial is not 
published weekly, please submit entries from three consecutive published pieces.   

Scoring: Quality of Writing (25) Clarity (25) Impact to Community (25) Content (25) 

Category 8: Columnist of the Year 

Entries will be from those who write a general interest column on a regular basis for an 
SWNA member paper of any circulation. Entries should be lively, original, tight and 
grammatical. They should show some courage regarding local issues. Covering more 
than one subject is good. Presentation counts.  

For the purpose of this competition “columnist” is defined as a journalist who writes for a publication in a 
regular series, creating an article that usually offers commentary and opinions. A column is personality-
driven by the author and explicitly contains an opinion of point of view. 

• Must submit three entries from consecutive issues or if your column/editorial is not 
published weekly, please submit entries from three consecutive published pieces.   

Scoring: Quality of Writing (25) Clarity (25) Impact to Community (25) Content (25) 

 



 

 

Category 9: Best Sports Story or Series of Stories 

Each newspaper entering this category must submit a single story, or a series of stories 
with a single theme or topic, pertaining to sports activities. The story (or series) may be 
on individuals, teams, systems, products, innovations or history.  

For the purpose of this competition “sports” will be defined as a physical activity involving disciplined use 
of muscle groups requiring mental preparations and strategic method and whose outcome is determined by 
skill, not chance. It occurs in an organized, structured and competitive environment in which a winner is 
declared. Physical activities are those activities in which bodily movements are valued; there is reason for 
making up games and contests where the movements have a central role and are valued in different 
physical activities. In some physical activities, speed is the feature valued, in others, accuracy; in others, 
the length of time the movements can be continued, and in others the feeling is the important factor. 

Scoring: Quality of Writing (25) Pertains to Sports (25) Impact to Community (25) 
Content (25) 

Category 10A: Best Saskatchewan Arts or Cultural Story. 

The (story/article/column) may be on an individual organization, product, innovation or 
history, however, it must relate directly to cultural expression, activities or experiences 
that are having an impact in Saskatchewan. 
 
Saskatchewan has many forms of cultural expression.  When we refer to culture we are 
often speaking about the arts, heritage, multiculturalism and/or cultural industries. The 
arts include visual and literary arts, as well as dance, theatre, media arts, music, debate, 
motion pictures and crafts.  Heritage includes the many areas of preservation and 
education of our history and prehistoric knowledge, identity and artifacts, found in 
museums, archaeology, genealogy, folklore, libraries, natural environment, architecture, 
etc.  Multiculturalism includes the ethno-cultural backgrounds, cultural and linguistic 
diversity and the ongoing work to build a society free from racism.  Cultural industries 
refers to the business aspect of any form of culture that has an impact on Saskatchewan 
economy, such as craft-making, filmmaking, sound recording, publishing etc. Culture 
includes our languages, our heritage, our stories, our traditions, our rituals, our 
spirituality, our inventions, our products and our expressions. The people of 
Saskatchewan experience and reflect their culture daily, through a variety of cultural 
activities, such as creation, preservation, research, presentation, appreciation, 
participation, education, professional development and training. 

Scoring: Quality of Writing (25) Clarity (25) Impact to Community (25) Content (25) 

Category 10B: Best Saskatchewan Cultural Series of Stories 

The series may be on individual’s organizations, products, innovations or history; 
however, it must relate directly to cultural expression, activities or experiences that are 
having an impact in Saskatchewan and should be based on a single topic or theme. 
 
Saskatchewan has many forms of cultural expression.  When we refer to culture we are 
often speaking about the arts, heritage, multiculturalism and/or cultural industries. The 
arts include visual and literary arts, as well as dance, theatre, media arts, music, debate, 
motion pictures and crafts.  Heritage includes the many areas of preservation and  
education of our history and prehistoric knowledge, identity and artifacts, found in 
museums, archaeology, genealogy, folklore, libraries, natural environment, architecture, 
etc.  Multiculturalism includes the ethno-cultural backgrounds, cultural and linguistic 
diversity and the ongoing work to build a society free from racism.  Cultural industries 
refers to the business aspect of any form of culture that has an impact on Saskatchewan 



 

 

economy, such as craft-making, filmmaking, sound recording, publishing etc. Culture 
includes our languages, our heritage, our stories, our traditions, our rituals, our 
spirituality, our inventions, our products and our expressions. The people of 
Saskatchewan experience and reflect their culture daily, through a variety of cultural 
activities, such as creation, preservation, research, presentation, appreciation, 
participation, education, professional development and training. 
 
Scoring: Quality of Writing (25) Clarity (25) Impact to Community (25) Content (25) 

Category 11: Best Recreation Story or Series of Stories 

Each newspaper entering this category must select a single story, or a series of stories 
with a single theme or topic, pertaining to recreational activities. The story (or series), 
may be on individuals, organizations, products, innovations or history.  

For the purpose of this competition “recreation” is defined as an event or experience in which an 
individual voluntarily participates during his/her leisure time because of the personal benefits and 
satisfaction he/she derives from participating and is not impelled by a delayed reward beyond itself or by 
any declaring of a winner. 

Scoring: Quality of Writing (25) Clarity (25) Impact to Community (25) Content (25) 

Category 12: Best Educational Coverage K-12 (Single Story or Feature) 

This award recognizes excellence in the coverage of K-12 education. An entry will 
consist of a single news or feature story that focuses on issues or general activities 
within grades K-12 and specific to the newspaper's coverage area. Syndicated material 
will not be accepted. An explanatory letter from the editor or publisher may accompany 
the entry to provide background information. 

Scoring: Quality of Writing (25) Clarity (25) Impact to Community (25) Content (25) 

Category 13: Best Tourism Story or Series of Stories  

Each newspaper entering this category must submit a single story, or a series of stories, 
from multiple issues with a single theme or topic, pertaining to tourism in Saskatchewan. 
The story (or series) may be on individuals, organizations, products, events, attractions, 
innovations, destinations or history. A special section, as a whole, will not be accepted. 

Scoring: Quality of Writing (25) Clarity (25) Impact to Community (25) Content (25) 

Category 14: Best Business Writing Award 

This award recognizes the newspaper judged to have written and presented the best 
business writing dealing with a community-oriented business or industry issue. An entry 
will consist of a story or series of stories written by a journalist employed by the 
newspaper. Entries may be in the form of feature or news stories, editorials or special 
sections. Syndicated material will not be accepted.  

Scoring: Quality of Writing (25) Clarity (25) Impact to Community (25) Content (25) 

Category 15: Best First Nations Coverage 

Each newspaper entering this category must select a single story, column editorial or a 
series of stories, with a single theme or topic, pertaining to First Nations. The story (or 
series) may be on individuals, special events, history, culture, spirituality, business 



 

 

ventures or contemporary issues. Submissions will be evaluated primarily on their 
capacity to enhance the public understanding and awareness of First Nation people and 
their issues.  

For the purpose of this competition, the following definitions of First Nations and First Nation individuals 
will be used: First Nation Band - A group of First Nations declared by the Governor-in-Council to be a 
band for the purposes of the Indian Act. 

Scoring: Ability to contribute to a better understanding and awareness of First Nations 
(20) Quality of Writing (20) Clarity (20) Impact to Community (20) Content (20) 

Category 16: Best News Story of the Year 

An entry will consist of a story or related stories dealing with a local event of some 
newsworthy importance. An explanatory letter may accompany the entry to provide 
background information. Syndicated material will not be accepted. Judging will be on the 
basis of local content, impact, timeliness and quality of writing. 

Scoring: Quality of Writing (25) Clarity (25) Impact to Community (25) Content (25) 

Category 17: Best Feature Story 

Each newspaper entering this category must select one story published in one edition 
about one specific subject of local interest. Judging will be based on approach, quality of 
writing, clarity of presentation and uniqueness. 

For the purpose of this competition “feature story” is defined as a special human-interest story or article 
that is not closely tied to a recent news event. It goes into great detail regarding concepts and ideas of 
specific market interest. 

Scoring: Quality of Writing (25) Clarity (25) Impact to Community (25) Content (25) 

Category 18A: Best Health/Health Care Coverage (Single Story) 

Each newspaper entering this category must submit a single story pertaining to health 
care or the health and well-being of residents. The piece may be on individuals, 
organizations, innovations, history, and/or population health and well-being.  

Scoring: Quality of Writing (25) Clarity (25) Impact to Community (25) Content (25) 

Category 18B: Best Health/Health Care Coverage (Series of Stories) 

Each newspaper entering this category must submit a series of stories, clearly linked to 
a single topic or theme, pertaining to health care or the health and well-being of 
residents. The piece may be on individuals, organizations, innovations, history, and/or 
population health and well-being.  

Scoring: Quality of Writing (25) Clarity (25) Impact to Community (25) Content (25) 

Category 19: Best Government Coverage 
 
Each newspaper entering this category must select a story or a series of stories 
(maximum of three) pertaining to decisions and/or actions by government and the 
impact of those decisions and actions on the community. The stories may cover 
municipal, provincial or federal government, but must relate directly to the 



 

 

newspaper's community and coverage area.  
 
Judging will be based on local content, impact, timeliness and quality of writing.  
 
Stories considered for this award must go beyond the dissemination of council 
meeting minutes. These stories should demonstrate the importance of journalism 
to democracy.  

Scoring: Quality of Writing (25) Clarity (25) Impact to Community (25) Content (25) 

Category 20: Best Habitat Conservation Writing 

This award is available to SWNA newspapers, their writing staff and/or freelancers 
commissioned by the paper for locally generated, first run stories. Stories must provide 
environmentally-focused information and provoke discussion related to: wetlands and 
their associated uplands habitats, water and watershed management, water quality and 
quantity issues relating to habitat conservation, Agricultural crops and practices that 
contribute to habitat conservation, native grassland conservation and management, 
research leading to better conservation practices, individuals and organizations 
contributing to wetlands and associated habitat conservation, wildlife habitat 
conservation, conservation education. 

Scoring: Quality of Writing (25) Clarity (25) Impact to Community (25) Content 25) 

Category 21: Best Photo Essay of the Year 

A well-presented storytelling photographic essay is an important communicator. This 
award recognizes photographic excellence, attention to composition, communication, 
quality of pictures, presentation, graphic display and completeness of the message. Any 
image created or manipulated beyond basic lighting and cropping with computer 
software is not acceptable. Photo credit must appear in the paper.  

For the purpose of this competition “photo-essay (or photographic essay)” is defined as set or series of 
photographs that are intended to tell a story or evoke a series of emotions in the viewer. A photo essay will 
often show pictures in deep emotional stages. Photo essays range from purely photographic works to 
photographs with captions or small notes to full text essays with a few or many accompanying 
photographs. Photo essays can be sequential in nature, intended to be viewed in a particular order, or they 
may consist of non-ordered photographs, which may be viewed all at once or in an order chosen by the 
viewer. 

Scoring: Presentation (focus, clarity, cropping) (25) Impact (25) Originality & forethought 
(25) News or Feature Value (25) 

Category 22: Best People Photo 

Best People Photo must be a single photo that depicts emotion, imagination, expression 
of interest, action or illusion of movement - a “Polaroid Moment”, as it were, with good 
exposure, composition and reproduction. One picture or single subject will be accepted 
for judging. Any image created or manipulated beyond basic lighting and cropping with 
computer software is not acceptable. Photo credit must appear in the paper.  

Scoring: Presentation (focus, clarity, cropping) (25) Impact (25) Originality & forethought 
(25) News or Feature Value (25) 

 



 

 

Category 23: Best Wildlife Photo 

Best Wildlife Photo must be a single photo that captures wildlife in still, action or illusion 
of movement with imagination, good exposure, composition and reproduction. One 
picture or single subject will be accepted for judging. Any image created or manipulated 
beyond basic lighting and cropping with computer software is not acceptable. Photo 
credit must appear in the paper.  

Scoring: Presentation (focus, clarity, cropping) (25) Impact (25) Originality & forethought 
(25) News or Feature Value (25) 

Category 24: Best Colour Photo 

Best Colour Photo must be a single full colour photo that contains imagination, initiative 
and skill where the use of colour truly enhances the depiction of the subject versus the 
same photo in black and white. One picture or single subject will be accepted for 
judging. Any image created or manipulated beyond basic lighting and cropping with 
computer software is not acceptable. Photo credit must appear in the paper.  

Scoring: Presentation (focus, clarity, cropping) (25) Impact (25 Originality & forethought 
(25) News or Feature Value (25) 

Category 25: Best Black and White Photo 

Best Black and White Photo must be a single photo that captures the subject in still, 
action or illusion of movement with imagination, good exposure and composition where 
the non-use of colour has no bearing on the effectiveness of capturing the subject. One 
picture or single subject will be accepted for judging. Any image created or manipulated 
beyond basic lighting and cropping with computer software is not acceptable. Photo 
credit must appear in the paper.  

Scoring: Presentation (focus, clarity, cropping) (25) Impact (25 Originality & forethought 
(25) News or Feature Value (25) 

Category 26: Best Sports Photo 

A sports photo must convey emotional impact of the moment to sum up a sports event, 
displaying foresight and ingenuity on the part of the photographer. Only a single picture 
or single subject will be accepted for judging. Any image created or manipulated beyond 
basic lighting and cropping with computer software is not acceptable. Photo credit must 
appear in the paper.  

For the purpose of this competition “sports” will be defined as a physical activity involving 
disciplined use of muscle groups requiring mental preparations and strategic method 
and whose outcome is determined by skill, not chance. It occurs in an organized, 
structured and competitive environment in which a winner is declared. Physical activities 
are those activities in which bodily movements are valued; there is reason for making up 
games and contests where the movements have a central role and are valued in 
different physical activities. In some physical activities, speed is the feature valued, in 
others, accuracy; in others, the length of time the movements can be continued, and in 
others the feeling is the important factor. 

Scoring: Presentation (focus, clarity, cropping) (25) Impact (25) Originality & forethought 
(25) News or Feature Value (25) 



 

 

Category 27: Best Hard News Photo 

Each newspaper entering this category must select a single photo, depicting an event or 
scene of a hard news occurrence. It must contain emotion, expression of interest, action 
or illusion of movement, with good exposure, composition and reproduction. One picture 
or single subject will be accepted for judging. Any image created or manipulated beyond 
basic lighting and cropping with computer software is not acceptable. Photo credit must 
appear in the paper.  

For the purpose of this competition “Hard news” is news that deals with up-to-the-minute news and events 
that takes a factual approach: What happened? Who was involved? Where and when did it happen? Why? 
Hard news differs from routine or soft news, which contain more background information such as feature 
stories or human-interest stories. 

Scoring: Presentation (focus, clarity, cropping) (25) Impact (25) Originality & forethought 
(25) News or Feature Value (25) 

Category 28: Best Feature Photo 

A feature photo must contain imagination, initiative and technical skill. One picture of a 
single subject will be accepted for judging. Any image created or manipulated beyond 
basic lighting and cropping with computer software is not acceptable. Photo credit must 
appear in the paper. 

For the purpose of this competition “feature photo” has the following definition. A feature photo has no 
compelling ‘news’ reason to run, but can illustrate a positive life moment, completely un-staged. Feature 
photos typically contain an eye-catching subject matter and storytelling qualities that can elicit an 
emotional response from the viewer 

Scoring: Presentation (focus, clarity, cropping) (25) Impact (25) Originality & forethought 
(25) News or Feature Value (25)  

Category 29: Photographer of the Year 

Entries must consist of a minimum of three and a maximum of six photographs of 
different events and times that exhibit the talent of the photographer with a brief outline 
of each photograph and an explanation of what qualifies the photographer as 
exceptional. Any image created or manipulated beyond basic lighting and cropping with 
computer software is not acceptable. Photo credit must appear in the paper.  

• Only one entry per person  

Scoring: Presentation (focus, clarity, reproduction, cropping) (25) Impact (25)                   
Originality & forethought (25) News or Feature Value (25) 




